
How Then Shall We Live? 
 
The cross and resurrection cannot be separated, the “cross event” is what our faith is all about.   
Easter has come, now what?        The Cross event changes everything. 
Salvation 
               Forgiveness, no longer the wrath of God but the grace found in Jesus. 
    The Cross event changes everything. 
 
          The saving work of God is not only about the Gospel of salvation  

and the forgiveness of our sins, it is also the Gospel (good news) 
Kingdom of God 

It is also the Gospel (good news) of God’s purpose in Christ and  
Reign of the sovereign King  
Renew the world   
Redeem history  
Realize His kingdom 

 The Cross event changes everything. 
 
Life Transformation 

 It is also the good news that is at work in us to transform us to the image of Christ. 
II Cor. 3:18 

The cross and resurrection cannot be separated,  
   just as a transformed life and holy living cannot be separated.  
Those who have been forgiven and received grace are expected to live holy lives. 
The Cross event changes everything. 

                 
 We look at His…                   …which… 
Life and death   Transforms our life (dead to alive) 
Teaching   Shapes our way of life 
Self-understanding       Develops the reality of our self-awareness and position in Him   
Example of sacrifice  Fosters our example of service 
Call for justice   Promotes our commitment for concern and care 
Model of relationships  Is our method of discipleship  
Way of spirituality   Stimulates our model for worship 
Resurrection and return  Secures our hope 
 

What we believe affects our lives and behavior and ultimately leads us to worship God. 
Philippians 1:27 “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” 
 Our transformed life is to be a visible expression of the Gospel. 
 

Iceberg analogy- is not the best yet gives a good picture 
What shapes our behavior and conduct is a reflection of that which we value.   
What we value is a reflection of that which we believe.   
Our beliefs come from our worldview of Biblical truth. 
 

The outward is reflected by the inward.  
Inward   Outward 
Christian faith  Life 
Doctrine  Delight and Duty 
Orthodoxy  Orthopraxy 
What we are to think  How we are to act 

Behavior is not just a preference which the world would say.   



Our world view is based upon Christ and the Gospel and that Gospel is lived out in our lives. 
The Cross event changes everything.  My love for Jesus and what He did is the foundation of 
my behavior and changed life. 
 
Marriage  
 Marriage rightfully changed everything, I became one with another    No longer did I live 
just for self. How does someone know that I am married?   My actions    My behavior is not just 
a preference.How I acted prior to and during my marriage is based upon my values and belief 
system 
 
Just as the Gospel creates the individual Christian, so does the Gospel create the church.   
The church is to be the visible expression of the gospel, and a visible community as we express 
the tangible aspects of the Gospel.  
Two of the most expressive ways are communion and baptism. 
These acts speak and show the wonderful truth of the Gospel and cross event. 
We call this an ordinance because Jesus Himself ordained that we do this   Matt 28 
 
Baptism is an outward expression of a person’s internal decision.  
And after the cross event of the crucifixion and the resurrection last week it is easy to see that     
Baptism gets its understanding and its importance from the death of Jesus in our place and for 
our sins, and from His victory over death in the resurrection that guarantees our everlasting life. 
Baptism does not remove original sin.  Our salvation comes by faith alone. 
We repent and come to faith, then express our union with Christ in His death and resurrection 
 
Romans 6 Our union with Him and new life found in His life. 
Jesus taught us to express our faith in Jesus and His great salvation. It is a sign of belonging to 
the new people of God found in Christ 
Our faith unites us to Christ, and baptism symbolizes that union. 
 
 
Your attitudes and actions are a result of your beliefs and values.  Thinking and acting in a right 
way because of the cross 
 
We look at the message of the cross as the power to change us, a reminder of and reason to 
worship.  Lord help us to live in the good of the Gospel each day. 
 
II Tim 1:9  He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have 
done but because of His own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the beginning of time,        


